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Claim Objections 

1. Claim 29 recites the limitation "stored status information" 
in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a 
national application published under section 122 (b) only if the 
international application designating the United States was published under 
Article 21(2) (a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that 
a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of 
this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

3. Claims 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 30, 31 and 34-41 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Voit et al, 
U.S. Patent No. 6,215,790 (hereinafter Voit). 

Regarding claim 21, Voit discloses a method of providing 



status information of a user to a requestor comprising storing 
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information about a plurality of communication devices 
associated with the user, wherein at least two of the plurality 
of communication devices are each associated with different 
respective networks in the multi -networked environment; querying 
one or more of the networks in a multi -networked environment for 
status information about the plurality of communication devices 
associated with the user; receiving status information regarding 
the communication devices from the respective networks; 
selecting one of the communication devices based on the status 
information; and providing the requestor with an identification 
of the selected communication device to which the user can most 
likely be reached (see Figure 6A and 6B) . 



Regarding 


claim 


22, 


see 


Figure 


6A 


and 


6B. 


Regarding 


claim 


24, 


see 


Figure 


6A 


and 


6B. 


Regarding 


claim 


25, 


see 


Figure 


6A 


and 


6B. 


Regarding 


claim 


27, 


see 


Figure 


6A 


and 


6B. 


Regarding 


claim 


30, 


see 


column 


27 . 






Regarding 


claim 


31, 


see 


column 


27 . 






Regarding 


claim 


34, 


see 


Figures 


6A 


and 


6B. 


Regarding 


claim 


35, 


see 


columns 


27 


and 


28. 


Regarding 


claim 


36, 


see 


columns 


27 


and 


28 . 


Regarding 


claim 


37, 


see 


columns 


27 


and 


28. 


Regarding 


claim 


38, 


see 


Figure 


1 . 
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Regarding claim 39, 



see Figure 1 . 



Regarding claim 40, 



see Figure 1 . 



Regarding claim 41, 



see Figure 1. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically- 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the siibject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5, Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Voit in view of Tang et al, U.S. Patent No. 
5,960,173 (hereinafter Tang). 

Regarding claim 32, Voit teaches the claimed storing, 
querying, receiving, evaluating, selecting and redirecting steps 
(see Figures 6A-B and columns 27-28) . Voit does not teach the 
status information indicates when the devices were last active. 
However Tang discloses this limitation (column 8) . Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Voit with the status 



information taught by Tang. This modification would have 
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improved the efficiency of Voit by allowing calls to be routed 
to active devices. 

6. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Voit in view of Klug et al , U.S. Patent No, 
5,790,785 (hereinafter Klug). 

With respect to claim 33, Voit fails to teach the storing 
is performed through an Internet portal site by providing the 
user with a predetermined registration procedure to enroll in 
the service of the method. However Klug discloses this 
limitation (see columns 1 and 2) . Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Voit with the Internet portal site 
taught by Klug. This modification would have improved the user 
friendliness of Voit by allowing subscriber's to modify their 
profiles as suggested by Voit (see Figure 13) . 

7. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Voit. 

Regarding claim 29, Voit does not explicitly disclose the 
claimed updating method, "Official Notice" is taken that this 
limitation is both old and well known in the art. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to modify Voit with updating 
stored status information regularly. This modification would 
have improved the efficiency of Voit by allowing the system to 
easily detect presence information. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant incorrectly alleges Communication between devices 
in Voit occurs only through one shared network. Voit discloses 
communication occurs through a public packet data network (31) 
and a PSTN network (47) . Therefore Voit discloses the claimed 
multi -networked environment. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground (s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 3 7 
CFR 1.136 (a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
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statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Olisa 
Anwah whose telephone number is 703-305-4814. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8.30 AM to 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Fan Tsang can be 
reached on 703-305-4895. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 703-872-9314 for regular communications and 703-872-9314 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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